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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification & Claim Objections 

The specification and the claims are objected to because they are generally 
narrative and indefinite (for the claims), failing to conform with current U.S. practice. 
They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign document and are 
replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Claims 6-19 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claims should refer to other claims in the alternative only. 
See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "such as" and "may be" render the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). It is unclear what is the applicant intentions when 
the "long flexible element delimiting in particular a space...". Clarification is needed. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the rings" in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Regarding claim 5, it is unclear what is intend when "the attachment is Integral 
with an internal profiled part that receives and supports the casing", clarifications is 
need. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Harrington et al. [US 6,213,634]. 

Regarding claim 1 . Harrington et al. disclose a watch [12] comprising casing [not 
explicitly numbered] at least one attachment [14] such as a bracelet and a device linking 
the casing-attachment assembly, characterized in that the attachment linked to the 
casing by means of at least one long flexible element [26] designed to hold the 
attachment against the casing, the long flexible element (5) delimiting in particular a 
space in which the casing may be inserted and held in place by contact of the flexible 
element on its circumference [figures 2-4]. 

Regarding claim 2. Harrington et al. disclose that the attachment is a 
bracelet/wristband [14] whose two ends [portions linked to 26] are linked to the casing 
by means of the flexible element [figures 2-4]. 

Regarding claim 3. Harrington et al. disclose that it comprises at one casing 
support [30 and 50] which is inserted between the attachment and the casing (1), and in 
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that the flexible element [26] is fastened either to the attachment or at least to one 
casing support. 

Regarding claim 4. Harrington et al. discloses that the casing supports have an 
outer part [surface of groove 52 formed between 30 and 50] for insertion of the rings 
[outer portions of 26 which in contact with 52] of the bracelet and an inner part [not 
explicitly numbered] on which the casing rests. 

Regarding daim 5. Harrington et al. disclose that the attachment integral intemal 
profiled part that receives and supports the casing [figures 9-10]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Proellochs [US 4,958,279]; Matsukage [US 4,769,799]. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fl-om the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh S. Phan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on 571-272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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